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AN APPEAL TO THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND 
THE GENERAL PUBLIC 



OBJECTS OF COLLECTION DESIRED BY THE ILLINOIS 
STATE HISTORICAL LIBRARY AND SOCIETY. 

(Member 8 please read this Circular Letter.) 

Books and pamphlets on American History* Biography, and Genealogy, 
particularly those relating to the West; works on Indian Tribes, and Ameri- 
can Archaeology and Ethnology; Reports of Societies and Institutions of 
every kind, Educational, Economic, Social, Political, Cooperative, Fraternal, 
Statistical) Industrial, Charitable; Scientific Publications of States or Socie- 
ties; Books or Pamphlets relating to the Great Rebellion, and the wars with 
the Indians; privately printed Works; Newspapers; Maps and Charts; En- 
gravings; Photographs; Autographs; Coins; Antiquities; Encyclopedias, 
Dictionaries, and Bibliographical Works. Especially do we desire 

EVERYTHING RELATING TO ILLINOIS. 

1. Every book or pamphlet on any. subject relating to Illinois, or any 
part of it; also every book or pamphlet written by an Illinois citizen, whether 
published in Illinois or elsewhere; Materials for Illinois History; Old Letters, 
Journals. 

2. Manuscripts; Narratives of the Pioneers of Illinois; Original Papers 
on the Early History and Settlement of the Territory; Adventures and Con- 
flicts during the early settlement, the Indian troubles, or the late Rebellion; 
Biographies of the Pioneers, prominent citizens and public men of every 
County either living or deceased, together with their portraits and auto- 
graphs; a sketch of the settlement of every Township, Village', and Neighbor- 
hood in the State, with the names of the first settlers. We solicit articles 
on every subject connected with Illinois History. 

3. City Ordinances, proceedings of Mayor and Council; Reports of Com- 
mittees of Council; Pamphlets or Papers of any kind printed by authority 
of the City; Reports of Boards of Trade; Maps of cities ^ind Plats of town 
sites or of additions thereto. 

4. Pamphlets of all kinds; Annual Reports of Societies; Sermons and 
Addresses delivered in the State; Minutes of Church Conventions, Synods, 
or other Ecclesiastical Bodies of Illinois; Political Addresses; Railroad Re- 
ports; all such, whether published in pamphlet or newspaper. 

5. Catalogues and reports of Colleges and other Institutions of Learning; 
Annual or other Reports of School Boards, School Superintendents, and 
School Committees; Educational Pamphlets, Programs and Papers of every 
kind, no matter how small or apparently unimportant 

6. Copies of the earlier Laws, Journals and Reports of our Territorial 
and State Legislatures; earlier Governors' Messages and Reports of State 
Officers; Reports of State Charitable and other State Institutions. 



14 

7. Files of Illinois Newspapers and Magazines, especially complete vol- 
umes of past years, or single numbers even. Publishers are earnestly re- 
quested to contribute their publications regularly, all of which will* be 
carefully preserved and bound.. 

8. Maps of the State, or of Counties or Townships, of any date; Views 
and Engravings of buildings or historic places; Drawings or Photographs 
of scenery; Paintings; Portraits, etc., connected with Illinois History. 

9. Curiosities of all kinds; Coins; Medals; Paintings; Portraits; Engrav- 
ings; Statuary; War Relics, Autograph Letters of distinguished persons, etc. 

10. Facts illustrative of our Indian Tribes — their History, Characteristics, 
Religion, etc.; Sketches of prominent Chiefs, Orators and Warriors, together 
with contributions of Indian Weapons, Costumes, Ornaments, Curiosities, and 
Implements; also, Stone Axes. Spears, Arrow Heads, Pottery, or other relics. 

In brief, everything that, by the most liberal construction, can illustrate the 
history of Illinois, its early settlement, its progress, or present condition. 
All will be 'of interest to succeeding generations. Contributions will be 
credited to the donors in the published reports of the Library and Society, 
and will be carefully preserved in the State house as the property of the 
State, for the use and benefit of the people for all time. 

Communications or gifts may be addressed to the Librarian and Secretary, 

(Mbs.) Jessie Palmer Webeb. 



